
City of East Gull Lake
Planning and Zoning
Regular Meeting

April 28, 2015 – 6:30 PM
Call to order
Bruce Buxton called to order the regular meeting of the City of East Gull Lake Planning and Zoning meeting at 6:30 PM on April 28, 2015 at City Hall.
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Present: Bruce Buxton (Chair), Commission: Marty Halvorson, Rocky Waldin, Nate Tuomi, Eunice Wiebolt
Absent: Paul Tollefson
	Staff Present: City Administrator Mason, Administrative Assistant Schack
Audience: Thomas Stoy, Brigid Fitzgerald, Tim Engel
Adoption of Agenda/Additions or Deletions to the Agenda
[bookmark: Dropdown1]Motion by Commissioner  and seconded by Commissioner  to approve the agenda as amended. Passed unanimously
Public Hearings
A. Thomas P. Stoy and Brigid M. Fitzgerald
Administrator Mason addressed the Commission regarding the CUP application, reading the public notice. He noted that the improvements require a CUP because the existing home is 21 feet from the OHW, which makes it a nonconformity. It was noted that there is no resistance from the neighbors. Ms. Fitzgerald addressed the Commission regarding the improvements they wish to complete on the structures. She proceeded to explain the storm water plan, using berming and a rain garden to keep water run-off on their property. Administrator Mason read the findings of fact and staff recommended conditions. 
Staff Findings of fact: 
1. A one-time addition to a non-conforming principal structure shall be permitted based on our ordinance subject to the following conditions:
a. Approval shall be granted through the Conditional Use Permit process
b. The non-conformity is solely due to setbacks as the deck is less than 21 feet from Lake Sylvan
c. The size of the addition shall not exceed 50% of the size of the structure it is being added to
d. The total footprint of the structure, once the addition is completed, shall not exceed 2,500 square feet, including decks, porches, patios and other projections
e. For reasons of structural integrity, a basement may be allowed under the addition only where a basement exists in the original structure
f. A landscaping plan is implemented that provides screening of the addition from adjacent properties, public roads, and the surface water
g. A storm water management plan is implemented that directs storm water away from adjacent properties and surface waters
h. The height of the addition shall not exceed the height of the existing structure.
i. Beyond minor alterations needed to accommodate the addition, no structural modifications shall be made to the original structure
j. No permits shall be granted under this provision for homes constructed after July 1, 1995 or where a previous variance has been approved
k. All other provisions of the Ordinance must be complied with
l. A storm water retention area as shown in the submitted design should be constructed on the east side of the lot on the lakeside and proceed along the east side of the garage to retain as much stormwater as possible as created with the new gabled roof and additions.
2. Total impervious coverage will increase to 22.1% based on 5,487 SF on a lot of 24,815 SF 
3. Square footage for the new home is 2,125 SF and is under the 2,500 SF limit

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Conditional Use Permit be approved based on the findings of fact listed above. We also recommend the following conditions:

1. Any material resulting from construction or demolition not reused or recycled must be disposed of in a permitted facility.
2. During construction a sediment retention fence shall be erected between the home and garage in those areas that may not be bermed sufficiently between the lake [and construction] prior to the commencement of construction to prevent run off into Sylvan Lake.
3. The property owners shall maintain the stormwater retention areas in perpetuity so that they maintain their design capacity.
4. Gutters will be placed on the cabins and the direction of flow for them will be towards water barrels for watering plants and overflow being retained within berms that exist or will be created along the lakeside and proceeding along the East side of the garage
5. Property owners will obtain information from the MN DNR in regard to plantings to retain the berms over time.
Chair Buxton closed the public hearing and asked for comments from the Commissioners. Discussion ensued regarding the berms and the gutters on the new structure. Chair Buxton made the point that the property is an existing non-conformity and a CUP can only be granted one time and he wanted them to be sure that this is what they want to do. It was also noted that even if the property is sold, no more can be done through the CUP process. Ms. Fitzgerald noted that they are aware of that issue and they are sure the improvements are sufficient to meets their needs. Chair Buxton noted that this will go before the Council on May 5, 2015. Administrator Mason noted that subject to their approval, the Land Use Permit will be ready the following day.

Motion by Commissioner  and seconded by Commissioner  to approve CUP Application 2015-09 subject to the three (3) findings and five (5) conditions as presented by the Planning Commission. Passed unanimously
Approval of Minutes
Motion by Commissioner , second by Commissioner  to approve the minutes of the March 31, 2015 meeting.
Open Forum
Tim Engel, of Steamboat Bay Road addressed the Committee regarding gun fire within City limits. He would like the City to address the licensing of hunting within City limits. Chair Buxton suggested that the City get copies of the various ordinances from other cities (Lake Shore, Baxter, Nisswa, and Brainerd) to review.
Planning and Zoning Administrator’s Report
Administrator Mason addressed the Commission regarding the month’s staff actions. It was noted that Crow Wing County is not requiring a permit to complete shoreline restoration and it was published in the Brainerd Dispatch stating such. Contractors are getting “confused” as to the requirement. Discussion ensued regarding sending out letters to area contractors each spring from the City reinforcing the fact that they do need a permit within City limits. Administrator Mason noted that there will be another CUP Application coming next month. Discussion ensued regarding noticed site visits for CUPs and Variances.
A. Permits
Eight (8) new permits since last meeting; One CUP; Totaling: $1,646.00
 
B. Inspections/Site Visits
Nine (9) completed site visits

C. Potential Permits
14 potential permits

D. 2013 & 2014 Permit Updates
One completion for 2013, Two for 2014

E. Correspondence
Three (3) completion letters, public notice for Stoy CUP

F. Complaints/Enforcement Actions
None
Old Business
A. SSTS  - Ordinance Amendment 
Chair Buxton discussed the changes in the City Ordinance regarding the Sewer Use Regulations. He noted that he reviewed the Cass County ordinance and noted that he moved the verbiage to better flow within the City’s current sewer section. He noted that there are items that are repetitive and can be eliminated. Discussion ensued regarding the portions that should remain and which portions can be eliminated. SSTS Permit Expiration regulations were discussed. 

Motion by Commissioner Buxton, second by Commissioner  to recommend to the Council adopt Section II – Sewer Use Regulations [of the City Ordinance] wherein we added the new [Cass] County approved requirements in their appropriate places as highlighted in yellow, wherein we have updated the definitions to conform to the new requirements as highlighted in green, wherein we recommend that all the items that are struck through are eliminated, all the items in Section 3.2-7 shown in blue [commented] be eliminated and those items in the remaining sections shown in blue [commented] are eliminated, with the exception of the portions in the Operation Permit, the interpretation and severability, and Class V Injection as well as additional verbiage to meet EPA standards shall be added, correction on formatting, and correction in Land Use Permits stating that the SSTS must be completed within the time frame indicated.

B. Comprehensive Plan – Review Sections 1 & 2
Chair Buxton began the discussion regarding the first two sections of the Comprehensive Plan updated. Commissioner Wiebolt was praised for her work on the wording. Discussion regarding the verbiage occurred making minor changes. Formatting of the wording and pictures was discussed.

Motion by Commissioner , second by Commissioner  to approve Section I of the Comprehensive Plan as amended.
Discussion ensued regarding the layout. The verbiage for the Second Section was discussed.

Motion by Commissioner , second by Commissioner  to approve Section II of the Comprehensive Plan as amended.
Commissioner Wiebolt asked for direction and updated data on Section III so she has time to revise it before the next meeting. Chair Buxton noted that the Comprehensive Plan should be a group effort and not the opinion of one or two people. 
New Business
None
1. Adjournment
Motion by Commissioner  and seconded by Commissioner  to adjourn. Passed unanimously.

Transcribed by East Gull Lake Administrative Assistant
Kathy Schack

These minutes are paraphrased and are not written word for word.
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April 24, 2012
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